White-necked Picathartes

Local Name:

Scientific Name:

Picathartes gymnocephalus

IUCN Redlist Status:
Vulnerable

POPULATION SIZE:

The global population is estimated to be fewer than 10,000 mature individuals. 

DISTRIBUTION:

Côte d'Ivoire; Ghana; Guinea; Liberia; Sierra Leone

HABITAT:

Tropical forests, even in heavily degraded areas and near to urban centres. This species usually occurs in rocky areas and often close to streams or rivers

DIET:  

Insects, frogs, lizards.

ECOLOGY:

This species often occurs near to streams and rivers. It gathers mud from these areas to build its nests. Rocky areas such as cliffs are required for nest building and nests are built in colonies. White-necked picathartes forage singularly or in pairs close to the forest floor and often follow ant columns to feed on any insects or small vertebrates flushed by the ants.

THREATS:

Habitat loss is the major threat. This species is also occasionally hunted and its eggs collected.

AT GOLA:

This species is reasonably common in Gola Forest, with 44 active nests recorded during recent surveys. There are also at least 65 active nests situated near to Gola Forest but outside of the protected area. The white-necked picathartes is a popular species with bird watchers and has the potential to attracted eco-tourists to Gola.
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