Pygmy Hippopotamus

Local Name:

Scientific Name:

Choeropsis  liberiensis

IUCN Redlist Status:
Endangered

POPULATION SIZE:

The global population is estimated at 2,000 – 3,000 individuals. There are approximately 80 – 100 individuals in Sierra Leone.

DISTRIBUTION:

The Pygmy Hippopotamus is found in Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. It is now extinct in Nigeria.

HABITAT:

Streams and rivers within tropical forests.

DIET:  

Leaves, Roots, aquatic plants and fruit.

ECOLOGY:

The Pygmy hippopotamus is nocturnal and usually solitary. Single calves are usually born, with twins occurring only very rarely.

THREATS:

Habitat loss is the major threat to this species. They are also hunted for meat. 

AT GOLA:

Pygmy hippos have been recorded in and around Gola Forest. Are camera traps have photographed them within Gola.

INTERESTING FACTS:
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