Golden Cat

Local Name:

Scientific Name:

Caracal  aurata

IUCN Redlist Status:
Near Threatened

POPULATION SIZE:

The population size is not known, either internationally or at Gola.

DISTRIBUTION:

Thr Golden cat is found in: Angola; Burundi; Cameroon; Central African Republic; Congo; Congo, The Democratic Republic of the; Côte d'Ivoire; Equatorial Guinea; Gabon; Ghana; Guinea; Kenya; Liberia; Nigeria; Rwanda; Senegal; Sierra Leone and Uganda.

HABITAT:

Tropical moist forests.

DIET:  

Small mammals, ungulates, primates and birds.

ECOLOGY:

Golden cats are very poorly known, with very few studies done about them.  Limted information is available about their ecology.

THREATS:

Habitat loss and over hunting of prey species are the major threats to this species. 

AT GOLA:

The golden cat has previously been recorded at Gola. However, during recent surveys, we haven’t been able to find it. This is possibly because the golden cat is so secretive and difficult to see. It’s hoped that further surveys and camera trapping will produce evidence that this species still occurs at Gola.

INTERESTING FACTS:
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