Chimpanzee

Local Name:

Scientific Name:

Pan troglodytes verus

IUCN Redlist Status:
Endangered

POPULATION SIZE:

The global population size is estimated at between 21,300 and 55,600

DISTRIBUTION:

Burkina Faso; Côte d'Ivoire; Ghana; Guinea; Guinea-Bissau; Liberia; Mali; Senegal and Sierra Leone. This sub-species may also be present in Nigeria, Benin and Gambia. It formerly occurred in Togo but is now extinct there.

HABITAT:

Moist and dry tropical forests and savannah.

DIET:  

Fruit, leaves, roots, bark. Chimpanzees also eat birds, insects and other mammals

ECOLOGY:

Chimpanzees are highly sociable and occur in groups of up to 150. They are both arboreal and terrestrial. They usually give birth to a single baby. 

THREATS:

Habitat loss and degradation, hunting, capture for the pet trade, trapping and disease transmission between humans and Chimpanzees are all major threats to this species.

AT GOLA:

Chimpanzees have been recorded on several occasions in all parts of Gola

INTERESTING FACTS:

Chimpanzees are regarded by taxonomists as the closest living relatives to modern humans. Chimpanzees are able to make a variety of different tools, including spears for catching small mammals and hooks for feeding on termites. Chimpanzee intelligence is still a highly controversial subject but various studies have suggested that Chimpanzees are able to understand the spoken word, understand and use sign language, count, imagine future events and mourn dead relatives. 
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