African Elephant

Local Name:

Scientific Name:

Loxodonta africana cyclotis

IUCN Redlist Status:
Near Threatened 

POPULATION SIZE:

Previous surveys at Gola in the late 1980s found approximately 50 animals at Gola North and 60 indiviuals at Gola East. The Gola East population is now thought to be extinct, leaving no more than 50 indivuduals at Gola. Internationally, elephant numbers are increasing throughout much of their range.

Several authorities place the African forest elephant (the sub-species found at Gola) as a distinct species. If this is formerly recognised, the forest elephant will be much rarer than the nominate elephant species.

DISTRIBUTION:

African elephants are found in: Angola; Benin; Botswana; Burkina Faso; Cameroon; Central African Republic; Chad; Congo; D.R. Congo; Côte d'Ivoire; Equatorial Guinea; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Gabon; Ghana; Guinea; Guinea-Bissau; Kenya; Liberia; Malawi; Mali; Mozambique; Namibia; Niger; Nigeria; Rwanda; Senegal; Sierra Leone; Somalia; South Africa; Sudan; Tanzania; Togo; Uganda; Zambia; Zimbabwe and Swaziland, where they were re-introduced after previously becoming locally extinct there. They are extinct in The Gambia, Burundi and Mauritania.

HABITAT:

Found in a wide variety of different habitats, from Forests to grasslands and savannah. Also in deserts and in temperate areas.

DIET:  

Grass, leaves, bark, fruit.

ECOLOGY:

Elephants live in large groups. Males form their own groups separately from females and young. Groups of elephants are often highly mobile and walk long distances. A single calf is usually born.

THREATS:

Hunting and habitat degradation or loss are the major threats to this species.

AT GOLA:

Evidence of elephants has been found during transects in Gola North. Reports from villagers along the Liberian border sugest that elephants migrate between Gola and neighbouring Liberia and providing a forest ‘corridor’ for them has been suggested as important for the future.

INTERESTING FACTS:

Elephants are the largest land mammals and have been proven to be extremely intelligent. 
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